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Common Side Effects of Immune  
Checkpoint Inhibitors
In the past decade, cancer researchers have developed a type of immunotherapy called immune checkpoint 
inhibitors (ICIs), which are treatments that help the body recognize and attack cancer cells. The success of this 
treatment has led to many more people living longer, fuller lives. Only now are we seeing the long- and late-term 
side effects survivors treated with ICIs can develop. Below are some of the more common side effects and the 
frequency in which they occur.
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GASTROINTESTINAL
Celiac disease
Colitis/diarrhea
Esophagitis
Hepatitis
Pancreatic insu�ciency

RESPIRATORY
Persistent wheezing/coughing
Pneumonitis

CARDIOVASCULAR
Myocarditis

ORAL
Xerostomia

RHEUMATOLOGIC
Arthritis

NEUROLOGIC
Guillain-Barré syndrome
Myasthenia gravis
Neuropathy

OCULAR
Ocular toxicity

DERMATOLOGIC
Dermatitis
Mucositis
Pruritus
Vitiligo

ENDOCRINE
Adrenal insu�ciency
Diabetes
Hypophysitis
Thyroiditis/hypothyroidism


