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THE U.S. PREVENTIVE SERVICES TASK FORCE (USPSTF) 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR GENETIC TESTING  
FOR BREAST CANCER

Clinical Summary of USPSTF Recommendations

Do not perform routine 

risk assessment, 

genetic counseling or 

genetic testing

Does the woman have personal or family history of breast, ovarian, tubal, or 

peritoneal cancer or have an ancestry associated with BRCA1/2 gene mutations?

A trained health care provider should 

assess the risk with appropriate brief 

familial risk assessment tool such as 

7-Question Family History Tool

Genetic counseling

Done by a trained professional to 

determine whether genetic testing 

is needed, to interpret results after 

testing, and discussion of next steps

Genetic testing

Performed by a clinical 

laboratory and interpreted by 

a trained genetic counselor 

and health care provider

NO
YES

USPSTF recommends that primary care clinicians 
assess women with a personal or family history of 
breast, ovarian, tubal, or peritoneal cancer or who 
have an ancestry associated with mutations in breast 
cancer 1 and 2 (BRCA1/2) genes with an appropriate 

brief familial risk assessment tool. Women with a 
positive result on the risk assessment tool should 
receive genetic counseling and, if indicated after 
counseling, genetic testing.
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