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“SAFEST”
NEIGHBORHOODS 
NOW HAVE MORE:  

• Walkability and Green Space 
• Grocery Stores 
• Educational Opportunities 
• High-quality jobs 
• Medical Facilities 

AND LESS:
• Industrial Pollution 
• Housing Density 

“HAZARDOUS” 
NEIGHBORHOODS  
NOW HAVE MORE: 

• Industrial Pollution 
• Predatory Tobacco Marketing 
• Housing Density 

AND LESS:
• Walkability and Green Space 
• Grocery Stores 
• Educational Opportunities 
• High-quality jobs 
• Medical Facilities 

1930s Race-based 
Home Lending Zones

In the 1930’s, neighborhoods were classified on how 
“safe” they were for investment based on the race and 
ethnicity of residents. This made it harder for racial

and ethnic minorities to receive mortgages in order 
to buy homes and has led to numerous inequalities in 
educational, economic, and health outcomes.
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