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TIMELINE OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC
DEC 2019   ●●  Cases of pneumonia, detected in Wuhan, 

China, are first reported to WHO.

JAN 2020  ●●   China announces that the unknown 
pneumonia cases in Wuhan are not SARS  
or MERS.

 ●   Chinese authorities identify the virus as a 
novel coronavirus, initially named 2019-nCoV 
by WHO.

 ●   The Wuhan Municipal Health Commission 
announces the first death caused by  
the coronavirus.

 ●   WHO confirms cases of infection outside 
mainland China (Japan, South Korea,  
and Thailand).

  SARS-CoV-2 genome is sequenced.

 ●   The U.S. NIH announces it is working on a 
vaccine against the coronavirus. 

  The first case of COVID-19 is confirmed  
in the United States.

  ●  The White House forms a new task force to 
monitor and contain the spread of the virus.

 ●   The U.S. reports first confirmed case  
of person-to-person transmission of  
the coronavirus.

 ●   WHO declares the outbreak a Public Health 
Emergency of International Concern.

FEB 2020  ●●   The first COVID-19 death is reported outside 
mainland China.

  The official names COVID-19 and SARS-
CoV-2 are issued by WHO.

 ●   First COVID-19 death in the U.S. is noted; the 
link is not confirmed until April 2020.

  ●  First death from the outbreak in Europe and 
first case in Africa are announced.

  ●  NIH announces a clinical trial to evaluate the 
safety and effectiveness of the antiviral drug 
remdesivir in adult COVID-19 patients.

 ●   CDC reports the first U.S. case of  
community spread.

MAR 2020  ●●  CDC expands its guidance for COVID-19 
testing beyond those hospitalized and those 
with close contact with confirmed cases and 
recommends that clinicians determine if a 
patient should be tested based on symptoms.

  WHO declares the COVID-19 outbreak to  
be a pandemic.

 ●    The U.S. president declares a national 
emergency and releases $50 billion in federal 
resources to combat COVID-19.

 ●    The first pan-cancer and cancer-specific 
registries (CCC19 and TERAVOLT) are launched 
to capture information regarding patients with 
cancer who also have COVID-19. Many others 
have since followed.

APR 2020   ●●    According to the Department of Labor,  
6.6 million U.S. workers file for unemployment 
benefits in the week ending March 28,  
2020, the highest number of initial claims  
in U.S. history.

 ●     Globally, the total number of coronavirus 
cases surpasses 1 million.

     U.S. administration recommends “non-
medical cloth” face coverings.

 ●     United States passes 1 million confirmed  
cases of COVID-19.

MAY 2020  ●●    FDA issues an EUA for remdesivir in 
hospitalized patients with severe COVID-19.

 ●     Data collected by Johns Hopkins University 
report more than 100,000 COVID-19 deaths 
across the U.S.

JUN 2020  ●●     Results from the UK RECOVERY clinical trial 
suggest that dexamethasone reduces the 
risk of death by a third among hospitalized 
COVID-19 patients requiring ventilation.

 ●     NIH halts a clinical trial evaluating 
hydroxychloroquine as a treatment for COVID-19 
since the drug was unlikely to be beneficial.

JUL 2020  ●●     A vaccine being developed at the NIAID, in 
partnership with the biotechnology company 
Moderna, enters phase III testing.

AUG 2020  ●●     FDA issues an EUA for the use of convalescent 
plasma (using blood of people who have 
recovered from COVID-19) to treat COVID-19.

OCT 2020  FDA grants approval to remdesivir, the first 
approved treatment for COVID-19.

DEC 2020     FDA grants EUA to Pfizer/BioNTech’s 
COVID-19 vaccine, the first COVID-19 
vaccine available in the U.S.

  ●    FDA grants EUA to a second COVID-19 
vaccine (Moderna).

FEB 2021  ●●  U.S. death toll from COVID-19 exceeds 
500,000.

  ●  FDA grants EUA to Johnson & Johnson’s 
COVID-19 vaccine, the first single dose 
COVID-19 vaccine available in the U.S.

MAR 2021    ●●  WHO report suggests that SARS-CoV-2 was 
transmitted to people through an animal, and 
spread in humans no more than a month or 
two before it was reported in December 2019.

APR 2021    The global deaths from COVID-19 surpass  
3 million.

AUG 2021    ●●  CDC reports that the more contagious Delta 
variant accounts for 93% of coronavirus 
circulating in the U.S. during the last two 
weeks of July.

  ●  FDA authorizes third dose of Pfizer/BioNTech 
vaccine for immunocompromised individuals.

   FDA grants full approval to the Pfizer/
BioNTech vaccine for people age 16 and 
older, making it the first COVID-19 vaccine 
approved by FDA.

SEP 2021    ●●  FDA authorizes booster dose of Pfizer/
BioNTech vaccine for certain populations.

  ●  CDC expands booster recommendations for 
those ages 18 to 64 who are at increased risk 
of COVID-19 because of their workplaces or 
institutional settings.

   Study reports that COVID-19 pandemic 
reduced life expectancy in 2020 by the 
largest amount since World War II.

OCT 2021    ●●  FDA authorizes booster doses for the 
Moderna and Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 
vaccines and allows boosters to be given 
interchangeably with any of the other two 
approved COVID-19 vaccines in eligible 
individuals.

   FDA authorizes Pfizer/BioNTech’s COVID-19 
vaccine for children ages 5 to 11.

NOV 2021    ●●  The global death toll from COVID-19 exceeds  
5 million.

  ●  Antiviral drugs molnupiravir (Lagevrio) and 
nirmatrelvir (Paxlovid) show benefit against 
COVID-19 hospitalizations when patients are 
treated soon after infection.

   FDA and CDC expand boosters for all three 
COVID-19 vaccines for all adults.

  ●  WHO classifies the SARS-CoV-2 variant 
Omicron as a Variant of Concern.

DEC 2021  U.S. tops 50 million cases of COVID-19.

  ●  Omicron is estimated to be the dominant 
SARS-CoV-2 variant circulating in the U.S.

  ●  FDA issues EUA to molnupiravir and nirmatrelvir
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Abbreviations CDC: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; EUA: emergency-use authorization; FDA: Food and Drug Administration; MERS: Middle East 
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U.S.: United States; WHO: World Health Organization.


